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WASHINGTON -- U.S. Representative John Olver (D-First District)                voted today against the&nbsp; House Republican FY'99 budget which                provides the framework for severe cuts in vital government programs.&nbsp;                The budget passed the House today with a vote of 216-204.              

Rep. Olver said, "The budget produced by the current Republican                leadership puts radical ideology ahead of sound public policy and                destroys last year's historic bipartisan Balanced Budget Act (BBA).&nbsp;                The American people will not stand for this budget, and the President                and Congress should not either."              

The House Republican budget plan directs the various House committees                to make deep cuts in Medicaid, children's health, and education                programs.&nbsp; The $12 billion cut from Medicaid and children's                health care would repeal guaranteed health care for the poor and                replace it with block grants to the states. The budget also slashes                education funding by $4.4 billion below the BBA level, and prevents                initiatives to reduce class size and hire more teachers. These education                cuts will likely come from programs such as Title I, which provides                direct assistance to public school districts with economically disadvantaged                students.              

Additionally, the plan will likely cut income security programs                such as housing, fuel assistance, and other critical support for                low income, elder, and disabled Americans.&nbsp; Environmental program                cuts could include decreases in Superfund funding and elimination                of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.              

&nbsp;"I can only hope that some of the most egregious features                of this resolution will be removed in the House/Senate conference                on the legislation.&nbsp; This vote is a betrayal to America's working                families--we cannot accept these radical cuts," Olver added.             
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